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I-Spy on Hocombe Mead in April 2017 

 

 

Wild Cherry 
Prunus avium 
 
This is also known as the bird cherry.  Many birds and 
some mammals eat the fruit that are produced in the 
summer but the tree is also important food plant for the 
caterpillars of moths.  In the spring when it is in flower the 
blossoms are an important source of nectar and pollen for 
bees. 
The flowers grow in groups of 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6; if you can get 
close enough see how many flowers are in the blossom 
you have found. 

 

Wood Anemone 
Anemone nemorosa 
 
The Wood Anemone is a plant of ancient woodlands and 
the fact that it is found in Hocombe Mead is an indication 
that the Mead still exists as it did hundreds of years ago.  
It blooms in woodlands before the canopy of leaves 
becomes too dense and deprives it of light.  
Look at the Hazel coupes near Ashdown Road; where are 
most of the Anemones growing? In the coppiced (cut 
down) coupes or where the trees have been left? 

 

Marsh Marigold 
Caltha palustris 
 
This is a plant of wetlands like swamps, marshes and 
damp meadows. Hocombe Mead has damp meadows and 
in the past drainage ditches were dug to help drain the 
meadow.  If you look carefully you can see where the 
ditches were because the marsh marigolds grow where 
the ditches still hold water and remain the wettest parts of 
the Mead. 
An old name for these flowers was King Cups, why do you 
think they were called this? 

 

Lesser Celandine 
Ranunculus ficaria 
 
Lesser celandine is often thought to be one of the first 
signs of spring as it flowers early in the year in woodland, 
hedgerows and beside streams.  It is sometimes confused 
with buttercups its flowers are flatter and have shiny, less 
rounded petals that fade to white as they get older and are 
bleached by the sun.  Each flower has 8- 12 petals. 

How many petals has the Celandine that you have 
found? 
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Red dead nettle  
Lamium purpureum 
 
This is a plant that likes airy places and where it hasn’t got 
competition from other plants so it often found where the 
ground has been disturbed and there are not many other 
plants growing.  This plant is not found on the Mead often 
as the ground is not normally disturbed but if you look 
carefully at the photograph there is a clue in the 
background as to where you might find it.  Where is it? 
 

 

Comma Butterfly 
Polygonia c-album 
 
This butterfly has a rather ragged outline which helps it 
camouflage itself when it is resting.  The underside of the 
butterfly is brown and, with its wings folded when it is 
resting, it looks like a dead leaf.  On its underside is a 
white mark shaped like a comma which gives the butterfly 
its name. 
Can you find two comma marks in the writing above this 
sentence? 

 

Brimstone Butterfly 
Gonepteryx rhamni 
 
The Brimstone likes open meadows and open woodland 
paths. If you live locally you may have seen one in your 
garden. They like the sun and if it clouds over they shelter 
until it is warm and sunny again so you need a bright 
sunny day to see them The caterpillars of the butterfly 
feed on Buckthorn and Buckthorn Alder.  Both of these 
trees can be found in Hocombe Mead so it is a good 
habitat for the brimstone. 
The males are bright sulphur yellow and the females are 
paler.   
 

 

Buff Tailed Bumble Bee 
Bombus terrestris 

The first bumble bees to be seen in the Spring are queen 
bees that have hibernated over the winter.  At this time of 
year the queen will be looking for a suitable place to build 
a nest. She will need energy to do this so will be searching 
for plants that have nectar as well as a nest site. 

Can you see any plants in Hocombe Mead that might 
have a good source of nectar for the bee?  
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